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Figure 3. Distribution of calcium in the analyzed thyme populations 

Figure 3. Distribution of magnesium in the analyzed thyme populations 

Introduction
Wild thyme is difficult to determine taxonomically, due to

the similarity of the morphological characters of
different populations, interspecific hybridization,
causing confusion even for specialists. The present
study aims to provide additional information regarding
the chemical characteristics and mineral profile for 17
spontaneous populations of thyme, compared to a
cultivated population, all from the Banat area.

Material and method
The macroelements were determined by atomic

absorption through an official method certified by the
AOAC at the wavelength specific to each element.

Thymus praecox ssp. polytrichus (original photo) 
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